A Resolution in Support of Student-Athlete Agency and Autonomy

WHEREAS, local and state reopening orders during the COVID-19 pandemic are accompanied
by numerous health and safety standards, but most neglect to address key issues surrounding the
protection of student-athletes during a return of college sports; and
WHEREAS, the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) does not enforce health and
safety standards, states that it has no duty to protect college athletes, and allows colleges to selfregulate and self-enforce their own adherence to health and safety guidelines1; and
WHEREAS, the 2013 Team Physician Consensus Statement published by six medical
associations states in part that ethical challenges in college sports include that those seeking
financial gain may interfere with the well-being of athletes2; and
WHEREAS, UCLA Athletics’s annual revenue exceeds $100 million dollars annually, including
the $2.5 million that students contribute through student fees3; and
WHEREAS, a 2019 National Athletic Trainers Association survey found that 19% of trainers
reported a coach playing a student-athlete who was deemed “medically ineligible for
participation”, and approximately three out of five trainers report being pressured about medical
decisions by nonmedical personnel, despite NCAA guidelines discouraging such practices4; and
WHEREAS, the self-enforcement of health and safety guidelines by colleges has led to
widespread mistreatment and abuse as well as serious injury and death among college athletes;
and, if UCLA athletics and its opponents do not abide by COVID-19 health and safety standards,
it may negatively impact UCLA student-athletes5; and
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WHEREAS, college football players may face higher risks associated with , as a
disproportionate amount of college football players suffer from sickle-cell disease, heart disease,
and hypertension,6which are all risk factors for COVID-19 according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)7; and
WHEREAS, university and governmental discussions and decisions regarding the return to
college sports have not included student-athletes, informed student-athletes on health risks, or
made clear to student-athletes whether or not their scholarships may be affected if they decide
not to participate during the COVID-19 pandemic; and

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC calls for student-athletes to have positions
on all task forces or internal discussions related to return to practice and competition.
FURTHER LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC calls on UCLA to ensure that student-athletes
are completely informed about COVID-19 health risks associated with their health, the health of
their families, and the health of their communities so that they can make informed decisions.
FURTHER LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC calls for student-athletes to have a choice in
deciding whether they return to college sports activities during the COVID-19 pandemic without
the fear of the reduction and/or cancellation of their scholarship, threats, or retaliation of any
kind.
FURTHER LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC calls for further protections of the rights of
student athletes past the pandemic and on into the future.
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FURTHER LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC calls for public health officials to identify and
enforce health and safety standards related to COVID-19, and the prevention of serious injury,
abuse, and death as a condition for resuming college sports activity. This should be funded by
the university and include mandatory reporting of suspected violations witnessed by athletic
personnel, whistleblower protections for those reporting a suspected violation; and the ability to
retrain, suspend, or ban athletic personnel who violate such standards.
FURTHER LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC reaffirms the need to prioritize the safety of
student-athletes during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic by giving them the space and position
to directly express concerns to those with jurisdiction in deciding any of these matters, including
the UC Regents, the UCLA Chancellor, the UCLA Athletic Director, and any public and/or
elected officials.
FINALLY LET IT BE RESOLVED, the USAC calls on California Governor Gavin Newsom,
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, the Los Angeles City Council, the UC Regents,
UCLA Chancellor Gene Block, and UCLA Athletic Director Martin Jarmond to immediately
adopt the safeguards detailed in this resolution through their respective public health orders or
university powers.

